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LONDON FOR KINSOLVING 

PARIS FOR NICHOLAS MURPHY 

OTHER ADDRESSEES FOR CHIEFS OF MISSION 

1. ISRAEL-LEBANON. ISRAELI FORCES THIS MORNING CONTINUED 
THEIR ATTACKS ON PALESTINIAN POSITIONS IN SOUTH LEBANON. 
FIGHTING WAS REPORTED IN THE VICINITY OF TIBNIN IN THE 
CENTRAL SECTOR, QANTARA AND THE MARIAYOUN/ARQUOB REGION. 
AT THIS TIME, IT SEEMS TO REMAIN AN OPEN QUESTION AS TO 
WHETHER ISRAELI FORCES INTEND TO STOP THEIR ADVANCES. 
DESPITE WEIZMAN'S AND GUR'S COMMENTS LATE WEDNESDAY THAT 
THE OPERATION HAD ESSENTIALLY BEEN COMPLETED EXCEPT FOR 
MOPPING-UP ACTIONS, INDICATIONS ARE THAT ISRAELI EORCES 
HAVE CONTINUED TO MOVE FORWARD ON THREE FRONTS-NORTH OF 
BINT JBAYL IN THE CENTRAL SECTOR, WEST FROM TAYYIBAH 
TOWARD QANTARA, AND IN THE ARQUOB TOWARD HASBAYYA. 

2. THE ISRAELI OBJECTIVES ON THESE FRONTS SEEM TO BE TO 
CAPTURE, OR POSITION THEMSELVES SO AS TO INTERDICT MOVE- 
MENT TO AND FROM, THREE KEY PALESTINIAN STRONGPOINTS: 

(A) TIBNIN, NORTH OF BINT JBAYL. 

(B) GHANDURIYAH, JUST WEST OF QANTARA; THE PALESTINIANS 
HAVE LONG HAD ARTILLERY POSITIONS IN THIS VICINITY 
FROM WHICH THEY COULD SHELL NORTHERN ISRAEL. 
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(C) HASBAYYA, IN THE CENTRAL ARQOUB. 

3. IN THIS VEIN, OUR TEL AVIV DEFENSE ATTACHE NOTED THAT 
THE PALESTINIANS EIRED SEVERAL SHELLS THIS MORNING ON 
NORTHERN ISRAEL, WHICH COULD PROMPT FURTHER IDE MOVEMENT 
FORWARD IN THE SOUTH. THE CONTINUED SHELLING OF NORTHERN 
ISRAEL MAY BE A PRINCIPAL FACTOR IN THE FURTHER ISRAELI 
ADVANCES. ISRAELI OFFICIALS HAVE SAID EARLIER THAT, 

SHOULD THE PALESTINIANSHELL THE NORTH OR ISRAELI TROOPS 

IN THE SOUTH, THEY WOULD MOVE TO PREVENT IT; POSITIONS 
NEAR TIBNIN AND GHANDURIYAH COULD BE USED AS EIRE POINTS 
TO FORCE PALESTINIAN ARTILLERY IN THESE AREAS TO PULL 
BACK. THE EIGHTING IN THE HASBAYYA AREA RAISES THE 
POSSIBILITY THAT SYRIAN TROOPS COULD BECOME INVOLVED. 
(SECRET) 

4. REACTIONS. ON THE POLITICAL FRONT, THE UN ARAB GROUP 
REACHED NO DECISION YESTERDAY REGARDING THE TIMING OF 
CALLING FOR A SECURITY COUNCIL MEETING ON THE SOUTH 
LEBANON SITUATION, OUR UN MISSION REPORTED. THE GROUP 
WILL CONVENE AGAIN TODAY AT 1030 EST AND COULD ASK FOR A 
SC SESSION AS EARLY AS THIS AFTERNOON SINCE ARAB THINKING 
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SEEMS TO BE TO MOVE QUICKLY TOWARD A SC MEETING. 

5. EMBASSY BEIRUT REPORTED THAT A TOUR OF THE AL-AWZAI 
AREA OF THE CITY BOMBED BY ISRAELI JETS WEDNESDAY INDI- 
CATED THAT THE BOMBS HAD FALLEN IN THE MIDDLE OF A POOR 
RESIDENTIAL NEIGHBORHOOD INHABITED BY A MIXTURE OF 
PALESTINIANS, LEBANESE AND KURDS. WHATEVER ISRAEL'S 
INTENTION IN THE RAID, THE EMBASSY COMMENTED, THE RESULT 
HAS BEEN THE KILLING AND INJURING OE INNOCENT CIVILIANS, 
WHICH HAS SIGNIFICANTLY DIMINISHED IN LEBANESE EYES THE 
ISRAELI JUSTIFICATION FOR THE INTERVENTION IN THE SOUTH. 

6. EGYPTIAN PRESIDENT SADAT YESTERDAY CONDEMNED THE 
ISRAELI INCURSION INTO SOUTH LEBANON. HE WAS QUOTED AS 
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SAYING ALSO THAT EGYPT ' REJECTS ISRAEL'S SECURITY THEORIES 
BASED ON THE OCCUPATION OF LAND AND THE VIOLATION OE 
OTHERS' SOVEREIGNTY". SADAT CALLED A MEETING OF EGYPT'S 
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL TO DISCUSS THE ISRAELI ACTION. 
EGYPTIAN OFEICIALS, EMBASSY CAIRO REPORTED, BLAME BEGIN'S 
INTRANSIGENCE AND THE INABILITY OE THE US TO SOFTEN 
ISRAEL'S POSITION EOR THE CURRENT SOUND OF VIOLENCE. 
PALESTINIAN FRUSTRATION IS UNDERSTANDABLE IN THIS CONTEXT, 
THEY ARGUE; MOREOVER, THEY POINT TO THE TERRORIST RAID ON 
ISRAEL LAST WEEKEND AS PROOE THAT, CONTRARY TO ISRAEL'S 
THINKING, THE PALESTINIAN PROBLEM MUST BE RESOLVED IN 
ORDER TO ACHIEVE A DURABLE MIDEAST PEACE. DESPITE GROW- 
ING PESSIMISM OVER PEACE PROSPECTS, THESE OFEICIALS REMAIN 
COMMITTED TO THE NEGOTIATING PROCESS, THE EMBASSY SAID. 

7. THE SOVIET UNION REACTED OFFICIALLY YESTERDAY TO 
ISRAEL'S INVASION OF SOUTH LEBANON WITH AN AUTHORIZED 
TASS STATEMENT IN WHICH THE USSR "RESOLUTELY CONDEMNS 
THE ARMED INVASION OF LEBANON BY ISRAEL" AND "CALLS UPON 
ALL WHO CHERISH PEACE TO JOIN THEIR EFEORTS SO THAT 
ISRAELI AGGRESSION BE ENDED AND ITS TROOPS BE IMMEDIATELY 
WITHDRAWN FROM LEBANON'S TERRITORY." TASS ALSO INSISTED 
THAT "THE WHOLE RESPONSIBILITY EOR THE DANGEROUS CONSE- 
QUENCES OF THE FRESH AGGRAVATION OF THE MIDDLE EAST 
SITUATION IS BORNE BY THE GOVERNMENT OF ISRAEL." 

8. WE NOTE THAT THE TASS STATEMENT CONFINES ITS CALL EOR 
REACTION TO THE POLITICAL ARENA. IT AVOIDS ANY HINT THAT 
THE USSR WILL RESPOND ACTIVELY TO THE ISRAELI INCURSION, 
AND IMPLICITLY INDICATES A SOVIET DESIRE THAT THE EIGHT- 
ING NOT SPREAD. AT THE SAME TIME, THE OPERATIVE PARAGRAPH 
OF THE STATEMENT READS LIKE, AND IS PROBABLY INTENDED TO 
BE, THE OUTLINE FOR A SECURITY COUNCIL RESOLUTION WHEN 
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THAT BODY TAKES UP THE ISRAELI ACTION. IN THAT CONNECTION 
WE NOTE THAT THE STATEMENT FAILS TO CALL FOR OR MENTION 
A CEASEFIRE AND CONDEMNS ISRAEL WITHOUT REFERENCE TO 
PALESTINIAN ACTIONS. (SECRET) VANCE 
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